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would be that of the deliverance of Europe. Up to
the last minute they had feared a reconciliation be-
tween the son-in-law and the father-in-law. They
knew that without Austria they were powerless, and
with Austria, capable of everything. It struck mid-
night: they did not lose a minute in announcing the
rupture of the armistice. Fires, the agreed signals,
were lit on mountains between Prague and Trachen-
berg. The Russian army, under the command of
Barclay de Tolly, broke camp and entered Bohemia.
It was not till the morning of August 11 that the
Duke of Vicenza was able to communicate to Metter-
nich Napoleon's propositions. This tardy step was
without success, although the Austrian Minister gave
a faint hope that there might be a direct arrangement
with the Emperor Alexander who was to be at Prague
August 15. The Duke of Vicenza, uncertain whether
he ought to stay or leave, asked on the llth for new
instructions, and particularly for full powers. He
declared, however, that Austria would not yield in
the matter of Trieste or the Hanseatic cities, or of
the territorial indemnity asked for Saxony. He
wrote on the 12th that if the Emperor Napoleon
would not insist on these three points, matters were
not yet desperate. The Emperor received this de-
spatch on the 13th, and on the same day the Duke of
Ikssano wrote at his dictation to the Duke of Vicenza:
" We refuse Trieste, because Trieste is Istria, and
for us Istria does not mean Istria but Venice. It is
a matter of honor for France to require suitable